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Theatre Communications Group Announces
Winter/Spring International Travel Grant Recipients in

Ninth Round of New Generations/Future Collaborations Program

“My thanks to TCG for providing me the opportunity to travel to Afghanistan.  The need to foster imaginative, non-violent methods of expression in children, and reach artists limited by their circumstance, keeps me dedicated to this region and determined to connect with those affected by the ongoing instability.”  
Joanna Sherman, Artistic Director, Bond Street Theatre Coalition
Fall/Winter 2006 Future Collaborations recipient.
2009 Summer/Fall guidelines and applications available now at www.tcg.org
NEW YORK, December 2008 –Eight theaters have been selected to participate in the ninth round of the New Generations Program/Future Collaborations initiative.  This round of recipients is funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and administered by Theatre Communications Group (TCG). 
At the core of the program is the desire to build bridges between U.S. theater professionals and their counterparts abroad, to identify theater professionals who are or have the potential to be cultural leaders and to create opportunities for the larger U.S. theater field to engage in international conversation.
“At a time when it is so important for us to work collaboratively not only as artists, but as citizens of the world, it was so rewarding to have the largest applicant pool to date for this initiative,” said Teresa Eyring, TCG executive director. “Clearly there is a growing interest among theatre artists in knowing, learning from and collaborating with their counterparts around the world. “
Unlike other TCG travel grants, Future Collaborations has no geographical limitations
The award is open to all key leadership members of theatrical organizations, as well as 

individual artists.  It encourages cultural exchange and artistic partnerships between theatre professionals in the United States and their counterparts abroad and is focused to support all stages of these collaborations. 
Following are the eight recipients and a brief summary of their projects.

Bedlam Theatre, Minneapolis, MN
Co-artistic director Maren Ward and producing artist Rah Kojis will visit Bibi Bulak, a performing arts organization in the small country of Timor-Leste.  Conversations, brainstorming sessions and workshops will contribute to the development of a joint production to be performed in both countries.

Interact Theater, Minneapolis, MN
Artistic director Jeanne Calvit and resident composer and music director Aaron Gabriel will attend the Temps des Effusions Culturelles pour l’Education et la Jeunesse (TECEJ) Theater Festival in Pointe Noir, Congo, where they will work with Jean Leopold Ngoulou on the conception and development of a collaboration that has the working title We Are All Africans.

Lark Play Development Center, New York, NY

Producing director John Clinton Eisner and U.S.-Mexico Playwrights Exchange program director Andrea Thome will meet in Mexico City with partner organizations in the theater and government sectors in order to create a comprehensive plan for a reciprocal component of the program that will bring U.S. playwrights to Mexico for annual translation residencies.

Latino International Theater Festival of New York, Inc. (LITF/NY) New York, NY

Producing Executive Director Susana Tubert will travel to Chile to strengthen artistic dialogues with Chilean theater companies and cement collaborations between Latin American theater artists and TeatroStageFest, the annual theater festival LITF/NY produces in New York. 
The Music Center

Performing Arts Center of Los Angeles County, Los Angeles, CA

Artistic Director for Education Barbara Leonard will attend Recontres Internationales de Théâtre de Papier to conduct research and planning for The Music Center’s next Toy Theatre Festival in 2010.

New York Theatre Workshop, New York, NY
Artistic director James C. Nicola and associate artistic director Linda Chapman will travel to Jenin, Palestine to visit The Freedom Theatre and its new school in order to further NYTW’s cultural exchange program, Suspects Abroad, and to discuss a future collaboration/co-production.

Pregones Theater, Bronx, NY
Associate artistic director Jorge B. Merced will travel to Antwerp, Belgium for the third convening of the International Virtual Theater School, a project that involves a core group of six theaters across four continents.  The goal is to nurture a mix of traditional and virtual learning and performance projects.

Theatre of Yugen, San Francisco, CA
Co-artistic director, playwright, performer and director Jubilith Moore will travel to Japan to study, attend creative meetings and discuss a future collaboration with Kyogen Master Ishida, Yukio.  They will examine the script for Candide, or Optimisim and discuss staging techniques, as well as songs and dances to be used in the adaptation.
Future Collaborations applications were reviewed by an independent national panel comprised of Clinton Turner Davis, Associate Professor, Department of Drama and Dance, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO; Jason Loewith, Artistic Director Emeritus, Next Theatre Company, Washington, D.C.; Roche Schulfer, Executive Director, Goodman Theatre, Chicago, IL; Torange Yeghiazarian, Artistic Director, Golden Thread Productions, San Francisco, CA ; and Mia Yoo, Artistic Associate at LaMaMa E.T.C., New York, NY.
Summer/Fall Guidelines and application forms for Future Collaborations 
AVAILABLE ONLINE NOW at www.tcg.org 
The New Generations/Future Collaborations International Travel Grants Program is funded by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and is administered by Theatre Communications Group.

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation (www.mellon.org) is a private philanthropic institution that makes grants on a selective basis in five core program areas: higher education and scholarship; libraries and scholarly communication; museums and art conservation; conservation and the environment; and performing arts. The Foundation’s Performing Arts program focuses on achieving long-term results by providing multi-year grants to leading organizations in the disciplines of music, theater, and dance. Annual giving in the area of the performing arts has averaged approximately $28 million since 2005.  In 2004 the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation was awarded a National Medal of Arts, the highest award given to artists and arts patrons by the United States Government.

Theatre Communications Group’s (TCG) mission is to strengthen, nurture and promote the professional, not-for-profit American theatre. TCG initiatives include a variety of artistic, management, international and advocacy programs. Its many publications offer a national resource for reference, opinion and debate on theatre and the performing arts today. TCG’s artistic programs support member theatres and theatre artists by awarding approximately $2 million in development grants annually, and offer career enhancement programs for artists. As the U.S. Center of the International Theatre Institute (ITI) world-wide, TCG supports cross-cultural exchanges and collaborations.
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