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New from TCG Books: 

Theater for Beginners by Richard Maxwell 
NEW YORK, NY – Theatre Communications Group (TCG) is 
pleased to announce the publication of Richard Maxwell’s 
Theater for Beginners, a unique meditation on the art and practice 
of theatre, from one of its most original thinkers and practitioners. 

 

 
 

 
 
With his ongoing exploration into actor behavior and an ever-
innovative body of work, Richard Maxwell has written a study 
guide to the art of making theatre. This illuminating volume 
provides a deeper understanding of his work, aesthetic philosophy 
and process for creating theatre. 
 

 
"His work is troubling. . . . But the trouble is intriguing and fruitful in itself, and therefore worth 

having."—Michael Feingold, Village Voice 
 
Richard Maxwell is a director and playwright and the artistic director of New York City Players. 
Maxwell's plays have been commissioned and presented in over 20 countries. He is a Doris Duke 
Performing Artist. Maxwell has been selected for a Guggenheim Fellowship, two OBIE Awards, a 
Foundation for Contemporary Arts Grant, and he was an invited artist in the Whitney Biennial (2012). 
Maxwell is the recipient of the 2014 Spalding Gray Award.  

 
 

 
 

“One of the strongest directors out there—an artist 
committed to making us see the world for what it is.”  

—Hilton Als, New Yorker 
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For over 50 years, Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the national organization for the American 
theatre, has existed to strengthen, nurture and promote the professional not-for-profit American theatre. 
TCG’s constituency has grown from a handful of groundbreaking theatres to nearly 700 Member Theatres 
and Affiliate organizations and more than 12,000 individuals nationwide. TCG offers its members 
networking and knowledge-building opportunities through conferences, events, research and 
communications; awards grants, approximately $2 million per year, to theatre companies and individual 
artists; advocates on the federal level; and serves as the U.S. Center of the International Theatre Institute, 
connecting its constituents to the global theatre community. TCG is North America’s largest independent 
trade publisher of dramatic literature, with 13 Pulitzer Prizes for Best Play on the TCG booklist. It also 
publishes the award-winning American Theatre magazine and ARTSEARCH®, the essential source for a 
career in the arts. In all of its endeavors, TCG seeks to increase the organizational efficiency of its 
member theatres, cultivate and celebrate the artistic talent and achievements of the field and promote a 
larger public understanding of, and appreciation for, the theatre. www.tcg.org.  

 
Theater for Beginners 
By Richard Maxwell 
Paperback 96 pages 
$12.95  978-1-55936-486-7 
January 2015 

eBook  978-1-55936-718-9 
 

Other titles by Richard Maxwell, available from TCG: 
 

Plays, 1996-2000 
$16.95  978-1-55936-228-3 

 
 
 
 
 

 

TCG books are exclusively distributed to the book trade by Consortium Book Sales and Distribution. Orders: 800-
283-3572. SAN number: 63170X. Individuals may call 212-609-5900 or visit our online bookstore at www.tcg.org. 
For postage and handling, please add $6.50 for the first book and $1.00 for each additional copy. 
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